The 1920’s

United State History ACP
Social Studies Department

Wellesley High School
Academic Year 2012-2013



All materials in this reading packet
are for the exclusive use of Wellesley
High School students. They are
reproduced solely for educational
purposes.

Wellesley High School
Social Studies Department



1924ps

Essential Question:

* What makes the 1920s the beginning of Modern America?

Focus Questions:

What was the post-WWTI atmosphere in the United States?

'T'o what extent did the post WWI atmosphere lead to the
guilty verdict in the Sacco and Vanzetti court case?

In what ways was the 1920s a “return to normalcy™?

Was the Harlem Renaissance a success for African-
Americans? Explain.

Explain and analyze the paradoxes of the 19208.
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6 + ARC OF JUSTICE

rneet them." How terrlfymg it must have beer‘to WOrlc through the-

waves - of people alone, to step through the terminals doors and onto

the street without a_guide. The Illinois Central sfood at the southern‘

end of Chicago’s Grant Park, just outside the Loop Detroits station
. faced a large park ringed by hotels and boarding houses ‘and beyond
" that, Michigan Avenue, the bus1est thoroughfare on‘the citys west
side, Penn Station fronted bustlmg Seventh Avériue, while Grand Cen-
tral stood just twelve blocks away, facing’ elegant Park Avenue, All the
streets pulsed with energy. Pédestrians, newsboys, shoeshine men, and
. redcaps crowded the sidewalks. Cabbies ]ockeyed for fares. Automio-
bile horns blasted as drivers battled for places at the curb; Streetcars
clanged by, jammed with riders. In the clamor, no one paid attention
to a colored man or-woman standing alone, wondenng where to go
and how to make his way in a new Amerxca ‘

v

American cities didn't simply sparkle in the summer of 1925. They
simmered with hatred, deeply divided as always Natlve-bom Ameri-
cans had been denouncmg foreigners since the first wave of immi-
grants—the ragged refugees of blighted Ireland—poured into the CltIeS
in the desperate days of the 1840s. Time and: -again'in the late nine-
teenth and early twentieth centuries, urban whites proved themselves
capable of savagery toward their black nexghbors.“ But no matter how-

deep their divisions, the cities never developed the formal systems of

segregation perfected in the South, Then came the Jazz Age And sud-
denly the very changes that madé the cit1es glitter tnggered a bacldash‘
so bittet that the nation’s great metropohses skidded toward thelr own
version of Jim Crow.

The backlash was fueled by a fear of moral decay. Many native-born
whites were appalled by the cities’ celebration of immigrant and black

cultures, with its implicit condemnation of traditional standards and

its unmistakable whiff of amalgamation, Political conflict and eco- .

nomic strain made the backlash even more incendiary For' the. better
part of a generation, native-bom politicians had been trying to check
ethnic Influence in city governments, Their efforts were driven partly

by self—interest partly by their belief that politicians of immigrant

stock sunply weren't capable of providing disinterested public service.

Calvin Coolidge, a dour Yankee frorm the: tiny hamlet of Plymouth '

Notch, Vérmont, had been propelled to natlonal promlnence in 1919,
“when as.g~"or of Massachusetts he had broken a strlke by the
w 3

~—e

AMERICA: 1925 + 7

: overwhelmingly Irxsh Cathollc Boston pollce Four years later, he be-

came president of the Umted States. But his confrontation with the
Boston cops. still- haunted ‘him. “The unassimilated alien child men-
aces our chlldren. he told the readers of Good Housekeeping, “as the
alien lndustnal worker, who has destruction rather than production in

“mind, menaces our industry,”!? Polmcxans weren't alone in sounding

the’ alarm From his opulent estate just outside Detroit, Henry Ford
raged agamst Jewish bankers and their Bolshevik allies, who were
conspiring to destroy all that Anglo-Saxon businessmen had built, his
fury t1nged with longing for those halcyon days when immigrants and
Negroes knew their place.

At least Forcl had his millions to console him; Many native-born
whites didnt have wealth-or power to buffer them from the changes
sweeping over the cities, They were solid citizens—schoolteachers and
shopkeepers; office. workers and’ factory foremen, tradesmen and

‘housewives—and they'd worked hard to build a secure and respectable

life for the1r farnlhes Many resented the foreigners who intruded on
theIr world. Now the cities were filling with Negroes as well, a race
many. native-born whites considéred even more degraded than the
wretched refuse of Europes teeming shores. Everyone knew that Ne-
groes were a breed apart, they said, charmmg in their simplicity but

also fnghterung in their volatility, their carnality, their utter incapacity

to learn the lessons of civilized society. It hadn't been so bad when only
a few blacks lived in the cities. But now they were everywhere, walking
the streets, riding the streetcars, locking for jobs and houses that put
them alongside decent white people.

In the early 1920s, native-born whites braced themselves against the
threats the city posed. Shopkeepers’ associations mounted boycotts
against fore1gn born competitors. Church groups campaigned against
lewd entertainment and demanded that Prohibition be enforced. Veter-
ans’ organizations tried to purge public schools of textbooks that didn't
celebrate Anglo-Saxon culture with sufficient fervor. Foremen and
tradesmen used their lodge halls to' prevent immigrants and Negroes
from gainlng_accese' to the better-paying factory jobs. And thousands
of people poured into the newest and most exciting of the cities’ many
fraternal clubs, the Ku Klux Klan, which had been revived by D. W.
Grifﬁths 1915 film, Birth of a Nation, a paean to the Reconstruction-

-era KKK, The founders of the new Klan were businessmen, pure and
"simple, who stood for “One Hundred Percent Americanism.” They

protected traditional morality; they defended the virtue =~ hite
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their lromes to blacks. They momtored real’ eState sales to make sure

‘no-oné broke the color line. And if & ‘black famin sotighow managed

to breech the: defenses,’ they could always drNe them out, quietly if
possible, violently if necessary. - '

- The citiés weren’t segregated in one- quick rush thte real’ éstate
agents, bankers. and homeowners had begun shaping Chicagos ghetto
in the first decade of the twentieth century; white Detioiters didn't fol-
low their example until the late 1910s and early 1920s. Whats more,

‘no one coordinated the businessmen’s practices and the homeowners :
actions. They spread by quiet agréement, sealéd by a handshake inthe-

boardroom, a directive from the home ofﬁce, a conversation over ‘cof-

fee in the nelghbor's kitchen. But the forees of the marketplace have‘

a way of imposing dlscipline oh disparate behaviors By the summer
of 1925, racial restrictions were assuming the power of convention
across the urban North, As they did, the glittering cxtxes of the Jazz Age
were inexorably being divided in two.

*

The migrants knew about the ghettos. Sometimes they just knew
a- name—Harlem, Chicago’s Black Belt, Détroit's‘ Black ‘Bottormn—

‘sometimes even less: a direction from the train station, a stop on-the-

streetcar line, an address committed to memory S6 they set out for
‘the subway line that ran uptown, the Staté Street el t6 South Side
' Chicago, or the Michigan Avenue streetcar to Detroits east side. hop-
ing that this was the correct place to'go, that these trains were the last
trains of a journey that seemed to be stretching onandon,.

Racial etiquette heightened the tension. Southern whites expected
blacks to be- obsequxous Would northérn whites expect the same?
What would happen if they accidéntally brushed agamst a’ white
woman 'in the crush to board the subWay train? Could they take the
empty seat toward the front of the car, as they had been ‘told they
could? Or would it be better to sit in the back and avoid even the pos-
sibility of a ¢onfrontation? There was ‘only'a split second to make a
decision that if wrong, might have catastrOphic consequences

The ride across town must have seemed terribly long. The subway

" trains rumbled in and out of darkness; the stregtcars clattered throughi
the crowded. streets. Finally, the migrants saw-the stop’th' y'd been

waiting for, at 125th Street, on the fim of Harlem, at South tate and,,

26th Street; on St. Antoine Street, in the heart'of Black Bottorn ‘As'the

" traias rur *~d away without them, the ‘migrants turned toward the :

~

Ceom
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- dazzling‘lights. The main thoroughfares were magical places. New-

by the sweep ‘of black-owned businesses: “restau-
po 'l,halls, ‘cabarets, blind | pxgs, gamblin' joints
n-Clubs,’” a migrant to Detroit remembered.
by the street life, by the pushcart vendors hawking

freshffruits and vegetables' by the street-corner orators selling social-
; 1sm. separatism, or’ salvation, by the jazz and blues clubs pitching
" thefr performers to'the locals and the slummers. “What a city! What a

world!” th_riiled poet Arna Bontempts upon his arrival in Harlem in

1924 17
But the migrants couldnt live in the stores and the nightclubs. No

“matter tow entranded they m:ght be, they eventually had to leave the

gaudy brilliance of the business strips and head down the side streets
in search of housmg There were a handful of attractive streets, like
' Harlem'’s 138th and 139th Strivers’ Row.!® For the most part, though,
the glamour of the ‘main streets gave way to poverty. Knowing that
the; migrants had nowhere else to go, landlords had carved Harlem'’s
" brownstones and the workmen'’s cottages of Black Bottom and the

: ;Black Belt' into tiny apartments, which they rented at exorbitant rates.
, ‘The proﬁts rarely found_their way back into the buildings. Paint peeled

Broken windows remained unmended, leaky
,,roofs unrepaired As they took in the sights, many migrants sagged
with’ disappointment. but they knew they had few alternauves ‘So they

' sxmply trudged on, look.ing for the address they'd been given, for a

rooming house where they could spend the night, for a flat they could
make their own, trying to find a home better than the one they'd left

: behind
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6 Sacco and Vanzetti

the paper, the maid unscrewed the top of the enclosed tube. Two
screws punctured a glass phial, pouring acid onto cotton wadding.
The acid soaked through the cotton. The bomb blew off the maid’s
hands. That afternoon, a dozen other Gimbel’s packages arrived in
post offices throughout the nation.

The broadest assassination plot in American history was foiled
by a postal clerk. At 2:00 a.m. on April 30, Charles Kaplan was
riding the El train home to Harlem. Weary from the night shift, he
sat reading a newspaper, He was drawn to a story from Atlanta
about a bomb blowing off a maid’s hands. As the train rattled him
toward home, Kaplan read about the “infernal machine” and the
“Negro servant” it had nearly killed. The description of the pack-
age struck the clerk as familiar. In the bleary-eyed darkness, he
hopped off the El'and took a train back to his midtown post office,
where he and a supervisor found sixteen identical packages in the
parcel post room. All were marked GIMBEL BROTHERS, NEW YORK—
SAMPLE. Neither caution nor carelessness explained why they had
not been sent. Sealed with a red sticker denoting first-class mail, the
bombs had been delayed for insufficient postage.

By the following noon, federal investigators were fanning out
through post offices nationwide searching for more infernal ma-
chines. Bombs were intercepted in San Francisco, Washington,
D.C., Chicago, Salt Lake City. “I do not recollect anything of the

kind in our history more diabolical than this conspiracy,” said

Postmaster General Albert Burleson, another target of the plot.
Federal agents quickly drew up a list of suspects, but did not round
them up. Not yet.

No bombs exploded on May 1, 1919. In offices and board-
rooms, May Day was quiet. On the street, however, something akin
to a culture war raged as veterans back from the Great War slugged
it out with their felloW Americans. In Boston, parading Socialists
battled the flying fists of soldiers afid sailors. More than a hundred
people were arrested: In' Manhattan, a mob ransacked the offices
of a Socialist daily, smashing furniture, confiscating books and
pamphlets. Vigilantes-in Cleveland battled May Day paraders
throughout the city. Lesser disturbances shook Chicago and De-

(Xe]

Prologue 7

troit. Meanwhile, accusations flew about who was to blame for the
bombs. Rumors hinted of a German plot. Wobblies blamed “capi-
talist hirelings” trying to pin the crime on the IWW. The Georgia
senator who had received a bomb accused “disgruntled anarchists
[and] Bolshevik cussedness.” As days passed and a final three bombs
were found—one congressman tried to open his package but the lid
jammed—the “Negro servant” remained the plot’s only casualty,
but a slow, creeping fear was its consequence.

On May 4, the New York Times urged “vigorous prosecution if
the Bolshevist movement is to be held in check.” Two days later in
Washington, D.C., a pageant crowd rose for “The Star-Spangled
Banner.” When the final strains faded, three shots rang outr. A
sailor had killed a man who had refused to stand. The audience
burst into applause. All that May, talk of terror spread, fanned by
Seattle’s mayor, Ole Hanson. “I trust Washington will buck up and
clean up and either hang or incarcerate for life all the anarchists in
the country,” Hanson said. “If the government doesn’t clean them
up, I will.” He soon resigned to embark on a nationwide tour
warning Americans about the Red menace. He found an eager au-
dience.

The year 1919 had begun in joy and mourning, The Great War was
over. Ten million were dead, but at least no more would die in the
trenches. The burden of killing had shifted from man to microbes.
A deadly strain of Spanish flu was raging. Before the pandemic
ebbed, it would kill fifty to one hundred million people, making it
the worst plague in hist8ry, worse even than the Black Death of
the Middle Ages. Advancing like an invading army, the flu swept
through American cities and towns, killing 675,000, more than
died in the Civil War. Tragic stories—of healthy people dying in a
day, of entire companies of soldiers who survived the trenches only
to be stricken down after the armistice—spread like the virus it-
self. The dead, their bodies turned a ghastly blue, were stacked like
cordwood. Priests drove horse-drawn hacks through the streets
calling people to bring out their dead. By that spring, the pestjlence
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10 Sacco and Vanzetti

necessary; there will have to be destruction; we will de-
stroy to rid the world of your tyrannical institutions.

Thirteen more paragraphs denounced the “capitalist” war jn
Europe, the expulsion of radicals from America, and the enrich-
ment of a few at the expense of millions. Concluding with the cry
“Down with tyranny!” the pamphlet was signed THE ANARCHIST
FIGHTERS.

Over the next few weeks, police pieced together clues from the
flyers, the debris, and pieces of the man blown to bits on the attor-
ney general’s steps. The man’s left leg was found on a nearby door-
step, and his torso was discovered a block away. Two boys found a
foot and kept it in their refrigerator until their mother came upon
it. When forensic experts gently lifted the man’s scalp off a roof, a
hairdresser examined its thick black locks, identifying the bomber
as an Italian in his late twenties. While the hunt continued, the
press called for “a few free treatments in the electric chair,” “If I
had my way,” said the evangelist Billy Sunday, “I'd fill the jails so
full of them that their feet would stick out the windows. . .. Let
them rule? We’ll swim our horses in blood up to the bridles first.”

Ten days after the bombings, the raids began. Manhattan police
stormed the Russian Bolshevik Mission, took several prisoners, and
seized pamphlets calling for workers’ soviets in America. A few
days later, they raided a Socialist school but found just a few men
playing cards. Wobblies were rounded up across the nation. As July
4 approached, Americans braced for more bombings. Police guarded
federal buildings and prominent homes. Headlines stoked the fear:
REIGN OF TERROR PLANNED (Chicago Tribune); PLANS FOR WIDE-
SPREAD VIOLENCE AND MURDER (Cincinnati Enquirer); CITIES
PREPARE FOR REDS (Los Angeles Times). The Fourth came and
went, but the only explosions were fireworks, the only fighting was
Jack Dempsey pummeling Jess Willard to win the heavyweight
championship. Yet as the summer dragged on, the alarm lingered.
“There is hardly a respectable citizen of my acquaintance who does
not believe that we are on the verge of armed conflict in this coun-
try,” a West Virginia man told the attorney general.

=
[

Prologue 1

Scarred by war, devastated by plague, terrorized by bombs,
America lashed ourt against a new scapegoat, one that had surged
to prominence during the 1917 Bolshevik Revolution. Reds had
stirred up “the Negroes.” Reds had caused all those strikes. Reds
had infiltrated the schools, the government, the movies. America’s
first “Red Scare” was shorter than its McCarthy-era successor yet
far more intense. Teachers were fired for merely mentioning Bol-
shevism. A Connecticut man was jailed for praising Lenin. Follow-
ing a shoot-out in central Washington, one of the accused—both a
Wobbly and a veteran—was dragged from jail, castrated with a
razor, hung from a bridge, and riddled with bullets. Then the fed-
eral government took over.

That fall, Attorney General Palmer, criticized for being soft on
subversives, cracked down. Palmer suddenly saw red everywhere, in
“the sharp tongues of the Revolution’s head licking the altars of the
churches, leaping into the belfry of the school bell, crawling into the
sacred corners of American homes and seeking to replace marriage
vows with libertine laws.” Courting public opinion as an election
year approached, Palmer ordered the raids that would bear his
name. In November, federal agents swarmed through labor halls,
arresting hundreds guilty only of being present. Many were beaten
or held for months withourt trial. Just before Christmas, a ship nick-
named “the Soviet Ark” sailed out of New York, taking 249 radicals
to Russia. The press and the public cheered. Then on January 2,
1920, came the biggest of the “Palmer Raids,” masterminded by
Palmer’s assistant, future FBI director J. Edgar Hoover. Bursting
into meetings and arresting everyone in sight, agents rounded up
four thousand aliens in thirty-three cities. Raids were especially in-
tense in Massachusetts’s industrial towns—Brockton, Bridgewater,
Lawrence, and Lowell. Then, as the frenzy was fading, its ashes
were stirred by the story of two Italian immigrants near Boston. On
a dark night far from their homes, both were arrested while cover-
ing up for their friends, the Anarchist Fighters.




Directions: Read the excerpt from Sacco and Vanzetti: The Men, The
Muvrders, the Judgment of Mankind and answers the below questions.

1. Based on the reading, describe three effects WWI had on the home front?

2. What groups became targets or scapegoats for the turmoil that existed in
America after WWI? Why?

3. In the Plain Words flyer cited in the reading, do you believe that the
Anarchists were justified in their demands? Why or Why not? Explain.

4. Which group posed the largest threat to national security during the
1920’s? Why?

5. Isit the role of government to infringe the civil liberties of certain groups
if they potentially present a threat to national security? Explain.

12
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PART TWO

The Documents

[talian America

1
GINO SPERANZA

How It Feels to Be a Problem
May 1904

When Italian immigrants began entering the United States by the wil-
lions in the late nineteenth and early twentieth century, part of a mas-
sive migration of people worldwide, they provoked a quick and ofien
negative response. Italian immigrants and second-generation Italians
were not unaware of assaults on their culture and their identity. One
response to these assaults, early in the twentieth century, came from Gino
Speranza. Born in Bridgeport, Connecticut, in 1872, and trained as a
lawyer, Speranza was acutely aware of widespread negative perceptions
of Italian immigrants. A longtime advocate for immigrants’ rights and
founder of the Society for the Protection of Italian Immigrants in 1907,
Speranza addressed a native-born American audience pointedly in his
article titled "How It Feels to Be a Problem,” excerpted heve.

Gino Speranza, “How It Feels to Be a Problem,” Charities, XII, no. 18 (May 1904): 457,
460, 463.
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... Now, considering the large percentage of foreign born in the popu-
lation of the United States, it is a strange fact how few Americans ever
consider how very unpleasant, to say the least, it must be to the for-
eigners living in their midst to be constantly looked upon either as a
national problem or a national peril. And this trying situation is further
strained by the tone in which the discussion is carried on as if it
applied to utter strangers mile[s] and miles away, instead of to a large
number of resident fellow citizens, Perhaps this attitude may be ex-
plained by the fact that to the vast majority of Americans “foreigner” is
synonymous with the popular conception of the immigrant as a poor,
ignorant, and uncouth stranger, seeking for better luck in a new land.
But poverty and ignorance and uncouthness, even if they exist as gen-
eral characteristics of our immigrants, do not necessarily exclude
intelligence and sensitiveness, Too often, let it be said, does the Amer-
ican of common schooling interpret differences from his own standard

and habits of life, asnecessarily signs of inferiority. Foreignness of fea-

splendid racial struggle.

Then there is another large class of “plain Americans” who justify a
trying discussion of the stranger within the gates by the self-satisfying
plea that the foreigner should be so glad to be in the “land of the free”
that he cannot mind hearing a few “unpleasant truths” about himself,

This is not an attempt to show that the tide of immigration does not
carry with it an ebb of squalor and ignorance and undesirable ele-
ments. It is rather an endeavor to look at the problem, as it were, from
the inside. For if America’s salvation from this foreign invasion lies in
her capacity to assimilate such foreign elements, the first step in the
process must be a thorough knowledge of the element that should be
absorbed.

Many imagine that the record and strength of the American democ-
racy suffice of themselves to make the foreigner love the new land
and engender in him a desire to serve it; that, in other words, assimi-
lation is the natural tendency. Assimilation, however, is a dual process
of forces interacting one upon the other. Economically, this country
can act like a magnet in drawing the foreigner to these shores, but

you cannot rely on its magnetic force to make the foreign an Ameri-
can. To bring about assimilation the larger mass should not remain
passive, It must attract, actively attract, the smaller foreign body.

91
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It is with this in mind that I say that if my countrymen here keep
apart, if they herd in great and menacing city colonies, if they do n(?t
learn your language, if they know little about your country, the fault is

- as much yours as theirs. And if you wish to reach us you will have to

batter down some of the walls you have yourselves built up to keep us

from you.... . .
Toyfeel that we are considered a problem is not calculated to make

us sympathize with your efforts in our bebalf, and those very efvforts
are, as a direct result, very likely to be mlsduected: My‘ country n?'e}r]l
in America, ignorant though many of them are, and little in touch wx}:
Americans, nevertheless feel keenly that they are lool.{ed upon by t el
masses as a problem. It is, in part, because of lthat fleehr}g that the)tf rIE\j
to take an interest in American life or to ea.sﬂy mix with thelnam es.
And though it may seem far-fetched, I believe that the feehﬁng L}ial
they are unwelcome begets in them a distrust qf those defenses to life,
liberty and property which the new country is Presumed t-O~DU[IE'{E
their disposal. They have no excess of confidence in your comtdb anc i
is not surprising, however lamentable, that the more hot-heade sm;u.
times take the law into their own hands. You cannot_expec[ the or-
eigner of the humbler class to judge beyond 1'113 e}::perlence—land h.lS
experience of American justice may be compn.se-ed. in what hg egrns hm
some of the minor tribunals controlled by politicians, and in }»hat e
has heard of the unpunished lynchings of his.countrymen in some‘
parts of the new land. What appeal can th‘e doctnnfa of state Suprer'na(]té
and federal non-interference make to him? Imz.agme ».vhat.you \TVO}I
think of Italian justice if the American sailors in Venice, in resmtnl]g
arrest by the constituted authorities, had been strung up to a te e;
graph pole by an infuriated Venetian mob, and the government ai
Rome had said, with the utmost courtesy: f'We are very sonjry a]nc)
greatly deplore it, but we can't interfere with the autonomy of the
vince of Venetial!” . .. . .
I)[T:I‘here is one more question that an Italian, speak.mg for hlS‘COLm-
trymen here, may urge upon Americans who are interested in th?
problem of assimilation. It is this: That you should rjnake my coumr_\i
men love your country by making them see what is truly ggod anc'
noble in it. Too many of them, far too many, know of Aﬂnema. onh’,-'
what they learn from the corrupt politician, the .boss, thle banchiere,
and the ofttimes rough policeman. I have been in certain labor camps
in-the South where my countrymen were forced to work under the
surveillance of armed guards. I have spoken to some who had been

bound to a mule and whipped back to work like s}aves. I have met?th-
ers who bore the marks of brutal abuses commxtFed by cruel. bOa?_ZS
with the consent of their superiors. What conception of American lib-

erty can these foreigners have?
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EDWARD ROSS

The Old World in the New
1914

: abuses committed by cruel bosses
eriors. What conception of American lib-

Despite the contributions Italian immigrants made in economic and cul-
tural terms, many continued to express alarm over their burgeom'f;
numbers and their obvious differences from néztz've—bom Amen’cansg
Edward Ross, a leader in the relatively new field of sociology, was amon :
tk'ose‘sckolars who wrote increasingly critical analyses of ,immigrmztﬁ

Steerage passengers from a Naples boat show a distressing frequenc
of low foreheads, open mouths, weak chins, poor features ‘skew facesy
small or knobby crania, and backless heads. Such peoiﬂe lack thé
power to t;.ake rational care of themselves; hence their death-rate in
New York is tm‘f:e the general death-rate and thrice that of the Ger-
mans. No othe:l' immigrants from Europe, unless it be the Portuguese
or the half-African Bravas of the Azores, show so low an earni
power as the South Italians. In our cities the head of the househorllg
€arns on an average $390 a year, as against $449 for the North Italian
$552 for .the. E:ohemmn, and $630 for the German. In silk-mill and,
woolen-mill, in iron-ore mining and the clothing trade, no other nation-

Edward Ross, 77 ;:
e he Old World in the New (New York: The Century Co.,, 1914), 113-14,

=
~

rk like slaves, I have met oth-

ality has so many low-pay workers; nor does this industrial inferiority
fade out in the least with the lapse of time.

Their want of mechanical aptitude is often noticed. For example, in
a'New England mill manned solely by South Italians only one out of
fifteen of the extra hands taken on during the “rush” season shows
sufficient aptitude to be worth keeping. The operatives require closer
supervision than Americans, and each is given only one thing to do, so
as to put the least possible strain on his attention.

If it be demurred that the ignorant, superstitious Neapolitan or
Sicilian, heir to centuries of Bourbon misgovernment, cannot be ex-
pected to prove us his race mettle, there are his children, born in
America, What showing do they make? Teachers agree that the chil-
dren of the South Italians rank below the children of the North Ital-
ians. They hate study, make slow progress, and quit school at the first
opportunity. While they take to drawing and music, they are poor in
spelling and language and very weak in abstract mathematics. In the
words of one superintendent, “they lack the conveniences for think-
ing.” More than any other children, they fall behind their grade. They
are below even the Portuguese and the Poles, while at the other
extremity stand the children of the Scandinavians and the Hebrews.
The explanation of the difference is not irregularity of attendance, for
among pupils attending three fourths of the time, or more, the per-
centage of South HMalians retarded is fifty-six as against thirty-seven
and a half per cent for the Russian-Hebrew children and twenty-nine
per cent for the German. Nor is it due to the father’s lack of American
experience, for of the children of South Italians who have been in this
country ten or more years sixty per cent are backward, as against
about half that proportion among the Hebrews and the Germans.
After allowing for every disturbing factor, it appears that these chil-
dren, with the dusk of Saracenic or Berber ancestors showing in their
cheeks, are twice as apt to drop behind other pupils of their age as are
the children of the non-English-speaking immigrants from northern
Europe. ...

Before the boards of inquiry at Ellis Island their emotional instabil-
ity stands out in the sharpest contrast to the self-control of the Hebrew
and the stolidity of the Slav. They gesticulate much, and usually tears
stand in their eyes. When two witnesses are being examined, both talk
at once, and their hands will be moving all the time. Their glances flit
quickly from one questioner to another, and their eyes are the rest-
less, uncomprehending eyes of the desert Bedouin between walls. Yet
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